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JONES-BOWMAN LEADERSHIP AWARD PROGRAM 
The Jones-Bowman Leadership Award Program (J-B LAP) was established in 2007 to honor the memories and leadership skills of former Principal Chief Leon Jones and Tribal Council member Mr. James Bowman as founding members of the Board of Directors of the Cherokee Preservation Foundation. This program is funded by the Cherokee Preservation Foundation. 

This program is for EBCI college undergraduates enrolled in at least 6 credit hours. EBCI High School seniors are welcome to apply if they are attending an institute of higher education such as trade school, college, or university starting in the Summer or Fall of 2026 and meet all other program requirements. 

Participating in the J-B LAP as a Fellow is a year-long commitment to grow as a selfless leader by practicing the seven Cherokee core values and learning more about Cherokee history and culture.
Program Requirements:
· EBCI enrolled member.
· Students pursuing undergraduate studies (including trade school) enrolled in at least 6 credit hours. 
· Maintain regular communication with assigned mentor and program specialist.
· Participate in all mandatory meetings (orientation luncheon, summer retreat, mid-year retreat, mid-semester zoom calls, and the end of year event.
· Complete your leadership plan (40 hours of volunteer hours, cultural goal, leadership goal, and group project).
· Maintain set GPA (2.50).
· Submit all required paperwork by due dates.
Benefits:
· Fellows receive up to $4,000.00 annually, up to 4 years to complete their leadership plan. 
· Receive guidance from a mentor successful in your field of study. 
· Unique opportunities to develop your selfless leadership skills.
· Have a network of support while you pursue higher education. 
· Counts toward scholarship requirements for the EBCI Higher Ed Department. 

Mandatory Program Dates:
	Orientation
	June 10, 2026

	Summer Retreat
	June 22-24, 2026

	Fall Mid-Semester Zoom
	September 20, 2026

	Mid-Year Retreat
	December 14-15, 2026

	Spring Mid-Semester Zoom
	March 14, 2027

	End of Year Event 
	June 14, 2027
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JONES-BOWMAN LEADERSHIP AWARD PROGRAM
Application Form
PLEASE NOTE Application Due no later than 4:30pm April 17, 2026 to 171 Boys Club Loop, Cherokee, NC 28719 (The old SCC building) drop off, by mail (PO Box 507) OR via email to levi.west@cherokeeboysclub.com

Application Checklist (all items listed below are required)
· Completed and signed Jones-Bowman Application.
· College/University acceptance letter or unofficial college/university transcript.
· 1 Letter of Recommendation from someone not biologically related to you. (teacher, coach, professor, etc.)
· GPA meets the minimum requirement of 2.50 to apply.
· Filing of application and materials listed above turned in by 4:30pm, April 17, 2026. 

Interviews
If invited to an interview it will be held Monday, April 27th at the Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute, telephone or Zoom interview is an option. An additional day may be scheduled based on the number of applicants/candidates.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Full Legal Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Name ____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________  State  _____________________ Zip Code _________________

Date of Birth __________________   Age______       Community or Township__________________

Home telephone ____________________________	Cell phone _________________________________

Preferred Email address ___________________________________________________________________






EDUCATION

Name of High School	_____________________________________Year Graduated ____________
or
GED Completed from _________Year GED completed _______ Current GPA_______(2.50 required)

Selected College or University _______________________________________________________

Current Student Status (first-year, sophomore, junior, senior) ________________________________

Career Goal ___________________________________ Expected Graduation Date ______________
[bookmark: _Hlk95720483]
Expected Major ___________________________________

· I am an enrolled member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.

· I have been accepted at the college or university I plan to attend and include a copy of the acceptance letter. 
OR
· I am currently a student at a college or university, and I enclosed a copy of my transcript. 














ACTIVITIES
Note: for any or all questions, you may attach additional sheets if needed.

Please describe activities in which you have been involved that show your interest in leadership, whether in high school, university, or private life. This can be but is not limited to clubs, boards, theatre/arts, JROTC/ROTC, bands/ensembles or sports.





Please describe volunteer community service activities in which you have participated.






Please describe internships and jobs (including summer employment) you have held in the past three years.





PERSONAL INTERESTS  

Please describe your goals for the next 4 years.  





Please describe any achievements or awards that you have received. 




The Jones-Bowman Leadership Program is a Cherokee culturally based leadership program. What traditional Cherokee topic(s) would you like to be more knowledgeable in? This can include language, storytelling, songs/music, pottery, basket making, woodworking, beadwork, clothing, tools, medicines, etc. Please, limit your selections to your top three choices and why.



























LEADERSHIP LEARNING 

This program has components which our participants take part in both in a group setting and independently. Items include a group project, community service, personal goals, and other items/activities which might be time consuming/sensitive. What do you consider to be your most significant contribution to date, in terms of helping your family, school or your local community? Why was it important to others?  Why is it important to you and how does it allow you to stand out from other applicants?





Who in your community do you look up to as a leader and consider a positive role model and why?






The Jones-Bowman Leadership Award Program is a culturally based leadership program that focuses on the seven Cherokee core values group harmony, strong individual character, sense of place, honoring the past, spirituality, educating the children, and sense of humor. What values do you feel are most important to you and why? 










________________________________________________________    
Printed Name of Applicant					


________________________________________________________     _____________________
Signature of Applicant 					Date




For questions or more information please contact Levi West at (828) 359-5543 or levi.west@cherokeeboysclub.com 
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